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Government were commandeering guns in process of manu-
facture for a foreign Power,1 Lord Odo Russell was com-
municating the news that he had heard rumours that Russia had
ordered so many blankets from Germany that wool advanced
in price by 16 per cent. ;2 and the German authorities were still
pursuing a policy of such military secrecy that Russell doubted
if any good purpose would be served by appointing a military
attach.6 to take the place of Major General Walker, now about to
resign. He felt so strongly about it that he even suggested the
advisability of some kind of reprisal, but the Foreign Office
failed to see that this would serve any good purpose, as "the
German Attache could get information from a colleague."3

In such an atmosphere of mutual fear and suspicion, the
chances of success in Constantinople were not worth counting
on, and while the Conference was pursuing its futile course
various forces were at work in Berlin. In spite of his Russian
sympathies, the Emperor was very anxious about the state of
Europe, and could not altogether follow Russia's actions. He
feared that war must soon ensue, and having reason to believe
that her army was not so well prepared as was generally believed,
he had small reason to hope that she would meet with uninter-
rupted success,4 and his gloom was not dispelled by Minister's
report that * 'England could not exercise any special pressure on
the Porte to compel the acceptance of the proposals of the
Conference."5 In his anxiety he commanded Bismarck to ask
Lord Odo Russell to represent to his Government that unless
England acted with the other five Powers, the Porte, thus
encouraged to resist, would find herself at war with Russia.
Bismarck, delivering the message without comment, contented
himself with observing that he felt sure H.M. Government would
do all they could in the interests of peace at the Conference.
Lord Derby, suspecting that Bismarck and the Emperor were
trying "to get H.M.G. to compromise themselves by assenting
beforehand to Russia using force, or taking responsibility for
war," instructed Russell to say that Minister seemed to have
misunderstood the attitude of Great Britain. "While England
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